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commerce and finance, treaties had not been violated—**and
perhaps nothing better could be obtained from the jealousy of the
states with regard to their sovereignty/*
Though Randolph read the fifteen resolutions of the Virginia
plan, and explained them one by one, there was that day no
discussion. The Convention merely vored to resolve itself, the
day following, into a committee of the whole and to refer the
Randolph proposals to the committee. Charles Knckney of South
Carolina introduced his "draught of a foederal government to be
agreed upon between the free and independent States of Amer-
ica/' The Pinckney plan also was referred to the committee of the
whole "appointed to consider of the state of the amorican Union,*'
Then the Convention adjourned to ten o'clock the next morning.
But before it adjourned, Hamilton of New York made what
appears to be his first remark in Convention on the problem
before them. It struck him, he said, "as a necessary and prelimi-
nary inquiry to the propositions from Virginia whether the united
States were susceptible of one government, or required a separate
existence connected only by leagues offensive and defensive and
treaties of commerce/' Here he put his finger oa the essential
point at issue. Were the United States to continue to be a mere
league of states held together by a set of treaties, or were they
to become a nation with a national government?
On Wednesday the 30th Roger Sherman of Connecticut at-
tended and took his seat. He had begun life as a shoemaker, with
little schooling, had prospered as shopkeeper, devoted most of
his life to public service, signed the Articles of Association of
1774, the Declaration, and the Articles of Confederation; and he
now came to the Federal Convention with all the simplicity,
cunning, and courage of a rural Yankee*
Resolving itself into a committee of the whole, with Gotham
of Massachusetts in the chair, the Convention at one© took up
the Randolph resolutions, Randolph, on the suggestion of Gouver-
neur Morris, moved that the fidt resolution, which was somewhat
general in terms, l()e postponed till three more precise substitute
resolutions could te discussed,
The first of these read: "that an Union of the States, merely
foederal, will not accomplish the objects proposed by the articles
of confederation, namely 'common defence, security of liberty,
and general welfare/ * The^,sedond: "that no treaty or treaties

